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What can dentistry do for technology-dependent children
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Abstract

Medical advances have led to an increase in the number of technology-dependent children who require tube feeding and
ventilation on a daily basis, and whose oral problems differ from those of children with typical development. Because of their
impaired breathing and swallowing function, these children face increased systemic risks from diseases of the oral cavity. Ongoing
oral management should be instituted from an early age to prevent dental disease. In 2018, the insurance reimbursement system
was extended to include a new reimbursement for children who were specified as eligible for dental visits. The main services
provided during pediatric dental visits are oral care and feeding guidance. In pediatric home dental care, it is important to understand
the living conditions of the patients and their families. Collaboration with multiple professions is also required, and cross-
disciplinary involvement is sometimes necessary. As the number of technology-dependent children increases, the need for pediatric
home dental care is expected to grow. However, current services are not sufficiently widespread, and the system for providing

pediatric home dental care needs to be upgraded.
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