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Abstract
At the end of 2019, a novel coronavirus was identified as the cause of severe acute respiratory

syndrome. The virus caused a pandemic throughout the world. Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-
19) has been a global public health issue since early 2020. We held a special symposium at the 12th
Annual Meeting of the Japanese Association of Health Communication under the theme of “risk
communication regarding COVID-19” in September 2020. In this session, panelists debated about
various aspects of COVID-19: 1) methods of gathering reliable information, literature searches, 2)
updates on prevention, diagnosis, and treatment, and 3) social and public issues. Health and economic
disparity, and legal and ethical aspects were also highlighted. Discussion with panelists and meeting
participants was held online and useful information on COVID-19 was shared. Participants shared
their views about the importance of effective risk communication and the need for health literacy of
citizens, together with various health-related issues in medical news reporting that have been discussed
in Media Doctor Research Japan (established in 2007 for better health news reporting and
communication). During the pandemic threat, participants were able to share a wide range of

information to cope with the new era of the pandemic.
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