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Abstract
In 2014, the STAP (stimulus-triggered acquisition of pluripotency) cell scandal in the life science field and the fraud
surrounding Novartis’s valsartan antihypertensive drug (Diovan) in the clinical research field became social issues
in Japan. These two instances of scientific misconduct led to a major review of research and researcher training in
Japan. Scientific misconduct is defined as “the fabrication, falsification, or plagiarism of data or research results
presented in published research results,” and includes intentional misconduct or gross neglect of the basic duty of
care that researchers should have in submitting their papers. Fraud is not limited to intentional acts, but also
includes those caused by the lack of necessary knowledge or duty of care. Fraud presents a severe challenge, beginning
with the nature of scientific research and continuing with the questioning of “people” who conduct research by
“organizations,” “society,” and “the nation.” However, researchers should aim to produce research with high
aspirations, not simply fraud-free research. The integrity of researchers is critical to the promotion of research and
prevention of potential fraud; it is ensured by adhering to research community and organization norms, and by being

conscious of the original meaning of research.
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