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Abstract
The Japanese Association of Medical Science Communication was established as the sixth subcommittee of the
Health Communication Week Organization (HCWO). The similarity between health communication and
medical science communication is that they function between medical professionals and patients or citizens.
The difference is that whereas health communication focuses on changing behavior to prevent diseases and
promote health outcomes, medical science communication emphasizes communicating the results (significance
and interest) of medical research, and it enhances social recognition of medical research. We held the first
symposium, “Medical Science Communication: Past and Future,” in Health Communication Week 2022 in
Nagoya, Japan. We hope that our association—under the umbrella of the HCWO and in cooperation with the
other associations—will promote activities aimed at expanding the prospects and deepening insights for

communication related to health and medicine.
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