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Abstract
The area covered by medical science communication is very broad: it includes the dissemination of information and public
dialogues on science as well as social debates on ethical issues and policies. This paper describes three aspects that I consider
important for stimulating medical science communication: (1) the need for various approaches, such as school education and
activities within society; (2) the importance of discussing ethical issues in medicine and the life sciences with citizens and various
nonexperts; and (3) the potential for such undertakings as active patient involvement in medical research (whereby patients take
the initiative in research) to serve as a forum for medical science communication. It is hoped that a diverse range of people
(including medical researchers, patients, citizens, and researchers in the humanities and social sciences) will become actively

involved in such areas and that medical research will progress with better understanding by society.
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